
August 23, 2022


Dear University of Wisconsin-Madison & University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh Communities,

 

Nearly a year ago, most of you received a letter condemning the 
banishment of Fredric March’s name from two university theaters and 
asking both campuses for some official measure of reconsideration and 
“discussion reopening” in light of a tidal wave of exonerating, primary-
source evidence attesting to:

 

1.      The complete mischaracterization of March’s oddly-and-only-

coincidentally-named senior-year honorary (a benign, one-month-
old group — that March had never even heard of — having 
absolutely nothing to do with the ideas, leadership or acolytes of 
the actual Klan and chartered solely to recognize academic 
achievements with surprise inductions of worthy students) — all 
facts confirmed by leading progressive Civil Rights scholars 
thoroughly conversant in the history of the insidious terrorist 
organization, and ….  


 

2.      March’s role as one of Hollywood’s greatest, loudest and busiest 

racial-justice activists across seven different decades until his 
death in 1975 – evidence never once considered, reviewed or 
publicized in the lead-up to the removals of his name.


 

Practicality dictated using the current originating email address as merely 
the central and sole “delivery conduit” to both UW-Madison and UW-
Oshkosh. The September 2021 letter itself, however, was exclusively from 
– and signed by – 30 iconic and progressive Civil Rights organizations, 
activists, historians, academics and museums, including: the national 
headquarters of the NAACP and its two lead officers; MLK intimates Dr. 
Clarence B. Jones and Dr. Bernard LaFayette; Stanford Professor 
Emeritus and dean of American Civil Rights biographers Arnold 
Rampersad; Mrs. Stanley Kramer; Oscar-winner and activist Louis 
Gossett Jr.; NAACP Image Award-winner Glynn Turman; UW-Madison 
alumna and NAACP Theatre Award-winner Fran Bennett; activist/
television legend Ed Asner; and the Amistad Research Center. 




                                               

These 30 signatories – and the express points, questions and contents of 
their letter – could have been responded to directly anytime via this same 
originating email address or in a published open letter to them. Despite 
news of the letter and its 30 signatories being broken as the centerpiece of 
a nationally-read, attention-getting article published September 17, 2021, 
by The New York Times – and despite Professor Rampersad pointing 
out that Fredric March “placed his career and, indeed, his life in 
jeopardy” on behalf of Civil Rights; or Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie 
Bunch III calling March “one of the great liberals of the 20thcentury” and 
affirming passionately, amidst the 2020-2022 hubbub, that “Fredric March 
did not – did not – become a member of the Klan,”concluding that “his life 
was one people should continue to emulate because of his commitment to 
racial justice”; or 2020 testimonials from people who actually knew Fredric 
March (including actors and activists Harry Belafonte and James 
Cromwell) – no one affiliated with either UW-Madison or UW-Oshkosh has 
ever once acknowledged this past year a single one of the 30 original 
signatories or even the very existence of their letter and its highly specific 
contents. Both schools have chosen instead to simply sidestep decades 
and downpours of incontrovertible facts and easily accessible archival 
sources, repeatedly doubling-down on a “case-closed” commitment to 
never mentioning the subject of March again and abandoning any 
pretense of fair play and academic integrity.


 

That most curious, egregiously research-free, rigor-free reaction has 
succeeded only in appalling 24 more revered and renowned  Civil 
Rights stalwarts and driving them to add their names in just the past 
several weeks to that very same letter (and to this preface you’re reading 
at the moment), bringing the total number of signatories so far to 54 – all 
determined to not let Fredric March’s milestone 125th birthday (August 31, 
2022) go by without weighing in and without reestablishing March’s 
deserved good name, and all determined to make sure endless and future 
generations of students aren’t cheated out of the inspiring story of one of 
Wisconsin’s and the nation’s fiercest racial-justice advocates ever. Indeed, 
wouldn’t the natural reaction of just about any state university involve 
bragging about having an alumnus and homegrown citizen of March’s 
enduring and remarkable commitment to human equality?   

 




Please find below the list of these 24 brand new 2022 signatories, 
followed by both the full text of the September 2021 letter sent to you and 
its original 2021 roster of 30 signatories. You will also find attached 
(from The New York Times archives) article excerpts from 1964 and 2005 – 
recently discovered and supplied by the Legal Department at the NAACP’s 
national headquarters as part of its staunch and active defense of 30-year 
NAACP ally March – representing just two of the hundreds of archival, 
library, museum, scholarly and eyewitness documents and sources 
completely overlooked in the rushed journey to stripping Fredric March’s 
name.


All 54 signatories now await a direct response addressing each of them by 
name – and addressing each of the points raised in this preface and in the 
September 2021 letter. That seems a fair request to anyone who values – 
and considers precious – preserving accurately-told and complete 
accounts of all those who stood courageously on the right side of history 
in a pitched battle for Civil Rights, racial justice and human understanding 
that our nation dare not lose. 

 

In closing, the 54 signatories (to date) offer this sentiment: Here’s to 
reopening the discussion, one tethered firmly to the sacrosanct, century-
old, world-admired Wisconsin Idea, charging the state’s public 
universities to “ever encourage the continual and fearless sifting and 
winnowing by which alone the truth can be found” – a signature and 
bedrock Badger notion that throughout its history has been guided by 
some form of the famous John Adams tenet: “Facts are stubborn things; 
and whatever may be … the dictates of our passions, they cannot alter the 
state of facts and evidence.” Without the necessary reappraisal at the 
center of today’s request, we are then left with a puzzling intransigence 
that is the antithesis of the Wisconsin Idea itself – and both universities are 
left with a deeply embarrassing self-inflicted wound, one awash in the jaw-
dropping irony that campus opponents of racism banished one of racism’s 
greatest enemies.   


Newest signatories: 
Jonathan Alter

Newsweek columnist and senior editor (1983-2011); NBC/MSNBC 
contributing correspondent; founder-Old Goats online newsletter; radio 



host-Alter Family Politics; Emmy Award-winning producer/director; FDR-
Jimmy Carter-Barack Obama chronicler.


The Family of Dana Andrews

Dana Andrews (1909-1992); actor, progressive; Fredric March’s co-star in 
the Oscar-winning The Best Years of Our Lives.


Dan Bessie

Author, cartoonist, activist; son of blacklisted Hollywood 10 screenwriter 
Alvah Bessie.


Dr. Gail Lumet Buckley

Author, historian — The Black Calhouns, The Hornes: An American Family, 
American Patriots: The Story of Blacks in the Military from the Revolution 
to Desert Storm; Robert F. Kennedy Book Award winner; daughter of the 
legendary Lena Horne (1917-2010).


Marcia Young Cantarella, Ph.D.

Educator; daughter of National Urban League icon Whitney Young 
(1921-1971).


Dave Cieslewicz 

Progressive former two-term mayor of Madison, Wisconsin (2003-2011); 
self-described “Madison liberal”; blogger, journalist, educator; alumnus 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.


Guy Davis

Acclaimed Grammy-nominated blues musician, actor, writer; son of 
legendary actors and activists Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee.


Shelley Fabares

Emmy-nominated actor, activist.


Mike Farrell

Emmy-nominated actor, activist.


Evans Frankenheimer




Actress; widow of acclaimed film director John Frankenheimer (The 
Manchurian Candidate, Seven Days in May, The Train, The Iceman 
Cometh).  


Ellen Geer

Actor, Professor; Artistic Director-Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum; 
daughter of blacklisted actor/activist Will Geer (1902-1978).

 

Min. Wendell J. Harris Sr.

NAACP National Board Member; President-NAACP Wisconsin State 
Conference of Branches.


Aisha Karefa-Smart

Author, educator and — as his niece — a principal conservator of the 
James Baldwin legacy. (James Baldwin: 1924-1987.)


Kate Lardner

Author — Shut Up, He Explained: The Memoir of a Blacklisted Kid; writing 
coach, historian; daughter of blacklisted Hollywood 10 screenwriter Ring 
Lardner Jr.


David Luhrssen

Historian, author — Hammer of the Gods: The Thule Society & the Birth of 
Nazism, World War II on Film, The Vietnam War on Film.


Leonard Maltin

Film critic and historian.


Margaret Miner

Acclaimed New England environmental activist; daughter of Broadway/
television Golden Age director/screenwriter Worthington “Tony” Miner and 
actress Frances Fuller; eyewitness for decades to her parents teaming 
with their Connecticut next-door neighbors — the Fredric Marches — in 
Civil Rights and other progressive causes.

 

Dwight A. Mosby Sr.

President, NAACP-Racine (WI) Branch

(Fredric March’s hometown.)




Sherrill Butts Randall

Educator; daughter of Porter F. Butts — founding director (1928-1968) of 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Union and the single-most 
influential figure in the development of the college union movement in the 
United States. (Following Fredric March’s 1975 death, Porter Butts 
encouraged the effort to permanently honor March on campus, delivering 
one of the keynotes at the dedication of Memorial Union’s now-nameless 
Fredric March Play Circle October 5, 1978.)


Lisa Ryan 

Daughter of Hollywood Golden Age great Robert Ryan (1909-1973).  
Robert Ryan — a good friend of March and a noted and longtime 
progressive — organized key Civil Rights initiatives with Sidney Poitier and 
others and was a principal member of the Committee to Defend Martin 
Luther King. 


Judy Wyler Sheldon

Film preservationist; daughter of iconic, three-time-Oscar-winning film 
director — and political progressive — William Wyler.


Paula Young Shelton

Three-decade early-childhood educator; young-readers author — Child of 
the Civil Rights Movement and Just Like Jesse Owens (the latter co-
authored with her father, the Honorable Andrew Young — friend and 
adviser to Dr. Martin Luther King, former United States Congressman, 
United States Ambassador to the United Nations, two-term Mayor of 
Atlanta).


George Stevens Jr.

Writer, director, producer; American Film Institute, founder; Kennedy 
Center Honors Co-Creator; winner of 14 Emmy Awards, two Peabody 
Awards and the Humanitas Prize; director/screenwriter Separate But 
Equal (1991); author of the landmark play Thurgood (2006).


Henry Scott Wallace

Attorney, Co-Chair of Wallace Global Fund, and grandson of Henry A. 
Wallace — Vice President of the United States under Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and 1948 Progressive Party nominee for President of the United States, 
the first presidential candidate in history to campaign on racial equality 
and ending Jim Crow segregation.




Original signatories: 
Amistad Research Center

New Orleans, Louisiana


Donna Anderson

Actress (retired); Fredric March Co-Star in Stanley Kramer’s Inherit the 
Wind 

Ed Asner

Actor, activist; most honored male performer in the history of the 
Primetime Emmy Awards (Date of signatory affirmation: June 30, 2021)


Fran Bennett

Stage, film, television actress; educator; inductee – Arkansas Black Hall of 
Fame; recipient NAACP Theatre Award and Screen Actors Guild Diversity 
Award; alumna University of Wisconsin-Madison

(Date of signatory affirmation: July 14, 2021)


The Canada Lee Heritage Foundation

Atlanta, Georgia


Bonita Cornute

35-year veteran of the St. Louis broadcasting community as television 
reporter, anchor and host; recipient of the Living Legend Award from the 
Greater St. Louis Association of Black Journalists; Dred Scott Freedom 
Awards Honoree; alumna University of Wisconsin-Madison


Penelope March Fantacci & Family

Daughter and grandchildren of Fredric March


John Fricke

New York-based popular culture and film historian, author; Turner Classic 
Movies on-air guest scholar; Emmy Award-winning PBS documentary 
writer/producer.


Robert A. Goldberg




Professor Emeritus of History, University of Utah; American Jewish, civil 
rights and Klan history and grassroots social movements; alumnus 
University of Wisconsin-Madison


Louis Gossett Jr.

Actor, activist, Academy Award winner


John Gurda

Author, historian, broadcaster, public television documentary maker; with 
Orson Welles, Richard Schickel, David Maraniss, Edna Ferber, Aldo 
Leopold, Zona Gale, Carl Sandburg, Thornton Wilder, John Ridley Jr., and 
more than two dozen others, a Wisconsin Writers Wall of Fame inductee


James H. Hall Jr.

Civil rights attorney; past president, NAACP Milwaukee Branch; Founding 
Member, 100 Black Men of Milwaukee; past member, ACLU National 
Board of Directors


Reggie Jackson

Longtime lead griot at America’s Black Holocaust Museum; recipient of the 
National Education Association’s 2021 Carter G. Woodson Memorial 
Award; co-founder of Nurturing Diversity Partners


Jewish Museum Milwaukee 

Dr. Clarence B. Jones

Adviser, collaborative speechwriter and personal legal counsel to Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.; co-author of the immortal “I Have a Dream” speech


Jeff Kannel

Author of the just-published Make Way for Liberty: Wisconsin African 
Americans in the Civil War; alumnus University of Wisconsin-Madison


The Reverend Dr. Andrew C. Kennedy

Minister Emeritus, First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee – longtime Black 
Lives Matter organizational hub and one of the nation’s largest Unitarian 
Universalist congregations


Dr. Bernard LaFayette Jr.




College president, professor, educator, minister; Co-Founder, Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (1960); Leader, Nashville lunch 
counter sit-ins (1960); Freedom Rider (1961); lifelong friend and college 
roommate of Congressman John Lewis; appointed by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. as National Program Administrator, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (1962); leading strategist for the Selma Movement (1965); 
National Coordinator for Martin Luther King’s 1968 Poor Peoples’ 
Campaign; Founding Director, University of Rhode Island Center for 
Nonviolence & Peace Studies 


Patrick McGilligan

Acclaimed biographer of  film directors Orson Welles, Oscar Micheaux, 
Alfred Hitchcock, George Cukor, Fritz Lang, Mel Brooks and others; 
alumnus University of Wisconsin-Madison


National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), National Headquarters

Leon Russell, Chairman

Derrick Johnson, President/CEO


Arnold Rampersad

Professor Emeritus Stanford University; a dean of American biographers 
noted for his definitive works detailing the lives of Langston Hughes, 
W.E.B. Du Bois, Ralph Ellison and Jackie Robinson; collaborative partner 
on the Arthur Ashe memoir Days of Grace 

Dr. Edward Ramsamy

Chair, Department of Africana Studies, Rutgers University; comparative 
politics of identity and race relations


Karen Sharpe-Kramer

Producer, activist; widow of groundbreaking film director Stanley Kramer; 
founder of the Stanley Kramer Library


Gareth H. (Gary) Shellman, Ph.D.

Institute of World Affairs, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (retired); past 
president Greater Milwaukee United Nations Association


Charles Tranberg

Film historian, biographer; author Fredric March: A Consummate Actor 



Glynn Turman

Actor, writer, director, producer, activist; Emmy Award winner; recipient of 
multiple NAACP Image Awards


Nancy C. Unger

Professor of History, Santa Clara University, whose books include two 
winners of the Wisconsin Historical Society Book Award: Fighting Bob La 
Follette: The Righteous Reformerand Belle La Follette: Progresive Era 
Reformer 

Stephen Whitfield

Professor Emeritus of American Studies, Brandeis University; twentieth-
century American political and cultural history, American Jewish history; 
author The Culture of the Cold War and A Death in the Delta: The Story of 
Emmett Till 



